
1. WELCOME kids to our series, “Holly Jolly Kitchen,” and TELL them your name. Then SAY: Here
in the Holly Jolly Kitchen, we are enjoying some sweet treats and finding out what Christmas is
really all about.

a. We will go around the group and answer this question: do you enjoy giving gifts or
receiving gifts? Or both?

2. GO around the group until all kids have introduced themselves and have answered.

3. SAY: The reason why we celebrate Christmas is because God sent us a special gift, Jesus! Jesus
was God’s perfect plan to bring joy, love, and peace to the whole world! Say this with me:

 God Has A Plan 

1. SAY: In the Bible, there’s a true story about a man who had a hard time believing that God had a 
plan for him and his family. Let’s read it together and see what happened!

2. READ/REVIEW the Bible Story Cards aloud to the group.

3. After the story, ASK:

• How did Joseph feel when things weren’t going as he had planned? (Not happy, worried) Joseph 
was planning to leave Mary because he didn’t know how she could be having a baby when 
they weren’t married yet.

• How did God show Joseph that He had a plan? (God sent an angel) God sent an angel to tell 
Joseph about His plan for this baby to change the world!

4. SAY: Joseph was having a hard time seeing how God could use something that was tough for him 
for good! But in the end, Joseph saw that God had a plan, not only for the good of his family, but 
for the good of the entire world! 

Option 1: Cookie Stack 
1. SAY: Let’s play a game called “Cookie Stack” to practice what we’ve learned today.

We’re going to split up into two teams and take turns answering questions. When you
answer correctly, I will give your team a point.

2. DIVIDE kids into two teams.

3. PLACE the Cookie Stack Cards in a pile in the middle of the group. DRAW a Card and
ASK one team the question on the back. When the team answers correctly, GIVE them
one point. ALTERNATE asking teams questions until all Cookie Stack Cards have been
read.

4. SAY: This game can help us remember what we’ve learned today! Say it with me:

God Has A Plan

Option 2: ON BACK 

WEEK 2
K-4 LESSON

Need to Know: God Has a Plan   
Bible Story: An Angel Appears to Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25)



Option 2: Group Discussion 

1. SHARE a personal story about a time when something in your life looked like it was going to turn out really
bad, but you eventually saw that God had a plan to use it for your good. MAKE SURE the story is age-
appropriate.

2. GENERATE additional group discussion by asking the following questions:

• Is it hard for you to believe that God has a plan for you sometimes? If so, why?

• How do you know God has a plan for your life?

• Do you think God wants anything other than good things for our lives?

3. Then REVIEW the Need to Know together again: God Has A Plan

1. SAY: Long ago, God planned to send us the gift of Jesus! Does anybody know why Jesus was such a
wonderful gift? (ALLOW responses) Jesus was a gift, because God sent Him from Heaven to Earth to
show us how to live and to take the punishment for all the wrong things we do. There’s a Bible verse
we’re memorizing that helps us tell God thank you for such a wonderful gift. Say this after me:

“Thanks be to God (point up)

for His gift (palms up in front of body)

that is too wonderful (palms on cheeks, surprised face)

for words.” (cup hands around mouth)

2 Corinthians 9:15 (make book with hands)

2. PRACTICE saying the verse with the group two times, having them repeat each line after you.

3. PLAY “Cookie Order.” DIVIDE kids into two teams and GIVE each team a set of Cookie Verse Cards. 
When you say, “Go,” teams will race to put the memory verse in the correct order. The first team to 
correctly order the Cookie Verse Cards will be the winner.

4. CONTINUE playing as time allows. Possibly switch teams!
 

ASK your group for any prayer requests. Then PRAY the following for your group: 

• That they would believe God has a plan for their lives

• That even when they can’t see how everything will turn out, they will believe that God is
working everything together for their good

KEEP kids engaged in Small Group until they are checked out by doing the following activities: 

• Using the Elf Name Sheet, GIVE each child an elf name.

• PLAY another round of “Cookie Order” using the Cookie Cards.




