
1. WELCOME kids to church.

2. SHAKE the bell shaker, and then SAY: Merry Christmas, everyone! My name is (YOUR NAME), and I will
be your leader today. We’re pretending to be helper elves in Chef Jolly’s Kitchen, and I need to know
who all my helper elves are. So when these jingle bells come to you, give them a good shakey-shake-
shake and tell us your name!

3. PASS the bell shaker around the group. ALLOW each child to introduce themselves to the group and shake
the bell shaker.

4. After all kids have been introduced, SAY:

• Great job, my sweet little elves! Today is a very special day, because we are celebrating
someone special! Do you know who we celebrate at Christmas? (ALLOW responses)

• We celebrate Jesus! Let me hear you say this after me: (PAUSE to allow kids to repeat)

I Can (thumbs to chest) 
Celebrate (wave both hands up high) 
Jesus (both hands point up) 

1. SAY: Christmas is when we celebrate Jesus’ birthday, so I want to tell you the story about when He was
born! I have a picture for you to look at and point to while I tell you the story.

2. GIVE each child a Coloring Sheet (but no coloring utensils).

3. SHOW and READ the Bible Story Cards to the group, helping kids point to the characters on their Coloring
Sheet as you read.

4. COLLECT Coloring Sheets and TELL the group they’ll get to color them later.

1. SAY: At Christmas, we celebrate Jesus! And since it’s His birthday, I say we make a sweet treat to take
home with us!

2. GIVE each child one piece of construction paper, and TELL them to wait for your instructions.

3. SAY the following to help kids decorate their cupcake:

A. First, I want you to put glue cupcake wrapper (give kids a cupcake wrapper) on your paper..(SHOW
Happy Birthday Jesus Labels) This sticker says, “Happy Birthday Jesus”! Can you celebrate Jesus
by telling Him happy birthday? (Yes) Let’s say, “Happy Birthday Jesus,” as we put a sticker on the
bottom of our cupcakes! (Everybody says, “Happy Birthday Jesus,” as they put a Happy Birthday Jesus
Label on the red, blue, or green cupcake liner on the cupcake paper)
NOTE- if you are doing this at home you can write "Happy Birthday Jesus!"

B. Next, let’s draw the icing on our cupcake! Can you celebrate Jesus by making yummy treats with
your family? (Yes) Yes, because Jesus is the sweetest gift ever!

C. Can we celebrate Jesus by singing, “Happy Birthday,” to Him? (Yes) Yes! Let’s sing that together as
you use the stickers to decorate your special cupcake!

4. SING “Happy Birthday” to Jesus as a group, allowing kids to use the cupcake decoration stickers to decorate
their cupcake papers. Afterwards, SAY:

• Your cupcakes look delicious! When you get home, you can hang your cupcake paper up to help
you remember to celebrate Jesus! Everyone say this after me one more time: (PAUSE to allow kids
to repeatI Can ) (thumbs to chest)

Celebrate (wave both hands up high) 
Jesus (both hands point up)  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1. At Christmas, we may get gifts like toys or yummy cookies, but the Bible tells us that God has given us
the best gift ever! It’s His Son, Jesus! Let’s tell Him, “Thank you!” Repeat this Bible verse after me!

2. SHOW the Memory Verse Card, and HAVE kids repeat the verse after you several times. Then, USE the back
of the Memory Verse Card to practice the verse as a group.

“Thanks be (touch hand to lips, then extend arm forward, palm up) 

to God (both hands point up) 

for His gift (pretend to rock baby) 

that is too wonderful (wiggle fingers up high) 

for words.” (cup hands around mouth) 

2 Corinthians 9:15 (make book with hands) 

3. REMIND kids to practice this verse with their family at home.

PRAY with your group, having them repeat after you in short phrases: 

• Dear God, thank You for sending me Jesus! He is the best gift ever! I celebrate Him! I love 
You!Amen.

• NOTE- please ask kids for prayer requests and pray over them as well.

1. KEEP kids engaged in Small Group until they are checked out by doing the following activities:

• PLACE the crayons in the center of the group, and GIVE each child a Coloring Sheet. As kids color,
ASK the following:

- Who do we celebrate at Christmas? (Jesus)

- Who gave us the gift of Jesus? (God)

- Do you like to celebrate Jesus by opening presents or eating cookies? (ALLOW responses)

- Can you celebrate Jesus on Christmas morning by singing “Happy Birthday” to Him? (Yes)

- Will you come back again to celebrate Jesus with us here at church? (ALLOW responses)

• USE the Nativity Song Cards and SING “The Nativity Song” (to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You
Know It”).

• PLAY “Melting Time”:

- PRETEND to be a snowman, standing in the middle of the group with kids standing around you in
a circle.

- As the snowman, SAY a way for kids to move in a circle. (EX: skip, tiptoe, spin, take tiny steps,
hop, walk, slide, etc.)

- ALLOW kids to move, and then SAY, “Melting time!”

- Kids will pretend to melt in their spots.

- PLAY again as time and attention spans allow.

- Kids can also take turns being the snowman in the middle.




